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STATE:

Oklehoma

COUNTY:

Yuskoree

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

27, 103800 173 s0/e/ 70

1. NAME

C OMMON:

Unior &~ency

/r-\

AND/OR HISTORIC:

/ Jdu ;}\

f2. LocATION

i
STREET AND NUMBER:

)
Arepcy Hill in Honor FHeisghts Park (112/4 Sec. 20, TL 15 ,}i, Kj&r» LJ

CITY OR TOWN:

& NM“”“

f
12
*haglrgran ", 1S ¢ A
STATE copE |COUNTY: /\.:t‘\/’ CODE
_ Cklehona _ 35 “ugkoreo 101
3. CLASSIFICATION i el i S
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHI STATUS
(Check One) SHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
] District (R Building [ Public Public Acquisition: f£] Occupied Yes:

[ site [ Structure ] Private {3 In Process
[ Object O Both

[} Being Considered

O Unoccupied

[0] Preservation work
in progress O N

(R Restricted
] Unrestricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural {3 Government 3 Park [J Tronsportation O Comments
] Commercial (3 Industrial {C] Private Residence 7] Other (Specify)

O] Educational O Military {0 Religious art i"-aller;r

[ Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

@]
City of Yuskorae b A
STREET AND NUMBER: {;o n
>y
City HFall 3
CITY OR TOWN: CODE ;‘3
|_Muskogeae
CATION OF I.EGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: — a
E‘ ]
Of fica of the Courty Clerk o
STREET AND NUMBER: ¢ g 3
by
rorase Caurt Housae 4
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooe |®
kosas v v . Oklshoma.
ESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS. W
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
‘ Historic Sites Survey i m
DATE OF SURVEY: 1Q0G[R [ Federol GK State [ County O tocadl 2 g
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: § %
Oklahoma Historical Society mle
STREET AND NUMBER: 3 @
Historical Building g
TITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE ~
Oklahome City Oklahoma 5 0
-4




N P

{7, DESCRIPTION et : G -

(Check One)
Excellent {TJ Good O Fair ] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

[ Attered (X] Unaltered 7] Moved X} Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tnion Agency was constructed in 1575 of licht sray limestene

A tad Tene frar et = from the z2ma imorassive
arevoy UI3D wnowtinn vo TS R UEN S S R -
to serve ng & co“¢31f~ﬁlf‘ sovorymend for the Five Ulvilined
Tribes, ths msssive ei=! 1y Buito=story 2 - Gb%@hﬁlﬁllv
a rectangle with one- 57 tho czst (main entrence and

i
south =~ wag dasirne ag a fort, i7 recessary.

R L Ry R
Lo senrisosnte TITISTUN

cindous ire rovsled on the insids
it one time a tolescope is said to have been placad just outside
the cupole (since removed ) on the flat ronf, The lookout must have
been well nirh verfect, as agency fHill by Irdisrs for signal
fires long before the white man arrivad towers tetier than 2
hurndred fect over the relatively flat la nsas Kiver valls: L
wetchman ztop the Arerc" building its f (first covared with L““lve
bozrds snd later ;h"l ¢) eonld, with & glass, easily have s
under survelllanoe much of the Three Forks country witlin a Z5-mile
rediuse

‘1 LS e §
=
142}
Q
[«

J D‘

“hen the Five Civilized Tribes liuseun tool over supervigion of
Union Agency in 1£83, e rressrvabtior ard veshoration Srogsrem Vas
bezun. Various minor alterations end embellishments were removed
so thet the buildirg now is once 2zain much es 1t was when zcogntad
bv the goverrment &“out January 1, 1376€.

First floor of the =useun contains specizl vistorical disrlays
for each of the five trites. n the second floor sre 2 library, the
ert zallsry, =nd a photo roor. -ell known Indian ertists represented
at the museum include Willard Stone and the late Jerome Tiger, whose
nearly life-size clay sculpture of an Indian stick ball player
(unfinished when he dled) is featured in a circular setting in the
center of the rallerye.
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P_.“MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES . i

Foreman, Frant, "U. S. Veteran Hospital No. 90," an article in a news-
paper published by the patients and personrel of the hosaital, at
Muskogee in 1923,

Gilmore, Joan, "Irdian Feritare," The Sunday Cklshomen, “'av 24, 1970.

- o e o = v .

cmmmea=, "The 01ld Agcncy,”‘”uﬁknnﬂ’ ‘hoenix, und.ted, vut circae 150U.

[:10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
; R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Secounds
NW (-] ’ L] [} ’ » o . - ’ L]
35 48 00 85° 25 Go
NE o ’ - o » »
SE o ’ L] -] b ®
SW. e ’ . ° ' .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 5 anres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | counTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COuNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

11, FORM PREPARED BY .+

NAME AND TITLE:

Fent Zuth

DATE

June 1970

ORGANIZATION

ical Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

Historical Euilding
CODE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

( v i 1 Oklahoma _ i 35.
TE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION . =~ Jf = - “NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set ﬁ{ﬂﬂ’?{* /(//_2/ L’ ¢ ”{de ’6&/1»-\
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseratton
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State T Local (7] OCT 6 1970

Name . Ly W’ ::EST
o i offin /* o %“//MM Dlilia,

Reeper of The an una'fRomqror

AUG 8 49/()

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

! pone.
Date 7 T e Date
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. SIGNIFICANCE |
: PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbian| {7 16th Century [ 18th Century ] 20th Century
[0 15th Century [ 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1875 to pro gsert

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal X Education X} Political O U'?cuA_Plorming
. . . L e r~.

{_] Prehistoric "} Engineering 7] Religion/Phi. - ) O!he’r/(sm:c.l(y)
(3 Historic ] industry losophy L B s A,
[ Agriculture 3 invention [} Science fiear H./‘l'('l ] -
1 Architecture {3 Londscope £ Sculprure = Jb... _39 4 o
At Architecture Socio'/Humov:L- \ Ju b l
] Commerce [ Literature itavian T IS’A ey il
] Communications ] Militory [] Theater 4, "‘C{;:;':Q - ,“1 .
{3 Conservation I Music ] Transportation pe ,(<‘2,"

-+
2 PN N

STYATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Had it not been for a barrel of salt = this according to the
late Oklshoma historiun Grant Foreman = Union azency might w2ll
have beer located some 27 miles scuthwsst of ite rresent locatlon
atop Avency Fill on the west edge of ttuskogee.

Goverrment affairs for the Five Civilized Tribes in 1874
were scottered betwesn Tehleguah (for the Cherokees), Zogcy Deosot
(for the Choctaws and Chickessws ), Wewoka (for the Semiroles;,
and o site rorthwast of irency Hill (for the Creeks). Con-
‘solidation in & single location offered obvious advarbazes and
it was so authorized, to become effective July 1, 1874. Shortly
thereafter Awency Fill was included in a 640-acre tract trans-
ferred by the Creck Istion to the U. S. Government as site for
the new arercy building.

Refore actual construction beran, however, & campaign was
mountzd by Eufeula interests to locste the agency on the reczntly
constructed Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad. 4 site was
proposed (near present-day Checotah) and, eccording to Foreman,
it might well have been selected had not certain resourceful
Muskogee partisans secretly dumped & barrel of salt in the well
that would hzve served the new location. A final inspection
discovered the unacceptable "salt water" well and retertion the
Agency Hill location was assured. It was made by G. We. Ingalls,
the first agent in charge of the combined office.

The solid two-story building, of native stone quarried near by,
was accepted from the contractor, Proctor & ifaxwell of Kansas City,
about Jan. 1, 1876. Although its location atop a hill over 10CO0
feet above the flat Arkansas River valley gave the structure
obvious strategic advantages (it was constructed to serve as &
fort, if necessary), it was too far from Muskogee itself (estau=
lished on the YKiT when it built through the Three Forks country
in 1872) to be completely convenient. Several of the agents who
succeeded Ingalls therefore maintained offices in town and the
building was finally abendoned by the agency in the early 188Us.
Used for a time as a Baptist mission, it stood empty from 1889

to 1891,




Form 10-300q ] UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(uly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ol-lahoma

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |[c€oYnNTY

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Huslzogee
| - g FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Continuatioﬁ Sheet —
( ) STV ?S: ¢ /73

/'L"l/ri, /7 ¢

(Number all entries)

Union Avcncy

Omershin "n'rrw'tbd to the Creck Na ion in 1u9"‘ snd for oo tire
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Ci ty of Iuskogee for vari )urpoocs Honor n4e1~h s rarlk today
(azaleas, do=roods, redbuds, roses, many other ~lantin-g) is widely
recornized as sne of “Ue nation's wmost beantiful, In 19, havever,

the bulldine i5sclf —as burned over ‘::: L‘xv veteronz Advnistration
which naintaing a larpe hosnital in irtelr to the o,

Tet anot er change in ovmershin ooz nlage in 195, The
Da=Co-Tan Indi=n Cluh, with a wenbershin of wonen ~ho trace their
Indian vhronzh ofMieial tribal rolls, ‘;1e]:*»:d o sEcure
return oric buildine to e City of Ihgh _.,‘u and, in
1955, sfiect incorm noration of e Five le':.l'L L Erites Tusenm,
Jertein suructural chen~es end edditions made in , Aol mart of
the centuiry have since been eliminated =~nd the ‘rur ldl a1 restored to
its ovi«inal ampearance, In ipril lo 12. >’, the musown fiest concred

its doors. Tis purpose: "to ’Jomenuatc ea: ‘l'r Clakhone history anc
naintain Tor nosterity the heritage of e Cherokes, Chiclasaw,
Choctar, Creeir and Seninole Indians,™

Peceivine no munininal, state or federzl funls for operating
exnenses, the rmuseunm is smoorted entirely by membership fees and
a modest (50 cents and 25 cents) admission fee. Tae 1969 budcet was
-'322,500. Total paid attendance in 1969 was 20,357, Over 300 women
contributed volunteer service to the museum progzram, Since its
opening the museum has marketed some 528,500 worth of paintings
and sculpture by artists of the five trlbeg. lore than 800 persons
now hold membership in the museum,




Union Agency
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